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prevails as to the point at which the deliberations of the late
Cabinet, on the question of any renewal of, or substitution for,
the Crimes Act in Ireland, had arrived when their financial defeat
of the 8th of June caused the tender of their resignation.
Mr. Gladstone prays Your Majesty's gracious permission to
remove this misapprehension by simply stating that which
occurred in the Cabinet at its latest meetings, with reference to
this particular question. . . .
1270              General Ponsoriby to Mr. Gladstone
BALMORAL. October 9. 1885.
... As soon as I showed The Queen your letter to me which
arrived this afternoon Her Majesty desired me to telegraph her
permission at once and regretted she had not replied sooner. . . .
1271   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HAWARDEN. October 10. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone submits his humble duty to Your Majesty, and
returns his grateful thanks for the Prints, and the Medal, which
Your Majesty has graciously presented to him.
Their beauty has been much admired.
Mr. Gladstone also humbly thanks Your Majesty for the per-
mission announced by Sir H. Ponsonby, of which he proposes at
once to avail himself.
He has delayed this letter, that Your Majesty might only be
troubled once.
1272  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 700-3.)
HAWARDEN. October 10. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty, and
will now proceed frankly to offer the best reply, which he can sub-
mit within reasonable compass, to Your Majesty's gracious letter
of the 2nd of October.
Mr. Gladstone returns his best thanks for Your Majesty's kind
suggestion as to public speaking, to which he hopes to conform.
He expects to avoid all public speaking until at a later date he is
called to Midlothian, nor is he desirous to make additions to the
addresses which he has lately issued.